
“Keep Believing” 
Luke 7:18-35 

In faith, trust the facts about who Jesus is over any 
expectations about who we want Jesus to be (v18-23) 

John had faithfully fulfilled his calling to prepare the way 
for the Messiah. He had believed that Jesus was the Holy One of 
God, and he expected that Jesus would be the earthly king and 
would take back the throne of Israel from Rome. Now at the end 
of his ministry, John finds himself in prison, and he doesn't see 
any sign that Jesus is beginning to gather the troops and prepare 
for a political take over of Jerusalem. John's circumstances 
aren't lining up with his expectations of who he thought Jesus 
would be, and as a result, John's faith was challenged. 

(1) Imagine John in prison, experiencing difficult circumstances 
in his life and failing to see Jesus do what he expected Jesus 
to do. Have you ever been there? Allow someone in the group 
to share about a time when their faith was challenged 
because they failed to see God do what they expected God to 
do during that circumstance in their lives. 

(2) Make a list of common expectations that people have about 
God that are based entirely on who they want God to be and 
what they want God to do. 

(3) For each item on the above list, discuss what the real 
expectations should be based on what God's Word says about 
who God is and what God does. Reference specific passages 
to support these true expectations of God. 

(4) For those in your group or those that your group knows about 
who are going through a difficult time in their lives, pray for 
them that their expectations of God would be grounded in 
His Word and that their faith would grow stronger through 
the challenge they face. 

In faith, accept whatever Jesus says (v24-30) 
Jesus is amazing! His point about John is simple: The 

people got what they expected to get with John the Baptist, but 
that didn't matter because many of them still didn't accept what 
John had to say. Jesus finishes this section by saying that the 
least in the Kingdom of God were greater than John! This wasn't 
a jab at John the Baptist. Jesus had already talked about the 
incredible importance of John's ministry here on earth. What 
Jesus said was really a challenge to the people that heard His 
words. This final truth that He shared was a call to the 
substantially more important issue of accepting what Jesus had 
to say. More important than being the greatest prophet on earth 
is being a member of God's eternal Kingdom in heaven. From the 
words of Jesus, we see that one of the keys to following Jesus in 
faith is accepting whatever He says. 



(1) People come to church and come to God's Word expecting to 
hear the Word of God, but many times, when the message 
from God's Word isn't something that they want to hear, they 
reject the Word of God...God's purpose for their lives. Has 
there been a time in your life when God's Word said 
something to you that you didn't want to hear? Share about 
that experience and your reaction at that time. 

(2) Think of people who need to hear the Word of God spoken 
into their lives concerning some issue or sin that's in their 
lives? Without sharing names, take a minute to share some of 
the situations that God's Word needs to speak to, such as 
gossip, sex outside of marriage, anger, homosexuality, etc. 

(3) What is the problem? God's Word is clear, and many people 
believe that the Bible is God's Word. Why don't more accept 
it in a real way in their lives? 

(4) This week look for opportunities to speak the Word of God 
into the lives of others. Pray that God would open the door to 
share His Word and open the hearts of others to accept His 
Word in their lives. 

In faith, do whatever Jesus calls you to do (v31-35) 
John came calling for the people to mourn and repent of 

their sins, and Jesus came calling for the people to repent and 
receive the good news of the Kingdom of God! It didn't matter 
what either did, some of the people always came up with an 
excuse to reject God's call in their lives. God was bending over 
backwards to provide opportunities for the people to turn to 
Him, but many continued to refuse to do what God was calling 
them to do. Jesus finished by saying that "wisdom is justified by 
all her children." In other words, Jesus is saying that the proof is 
the pudding: The evidence of who He is and blessing of 
obedience to His call will be seen in the fruit of the lives of his 
followers. For over two-thousand years, the incredible proof and 
wisdom is clear! In all of this we see that another of the keys to 
following Jesus in faith is doing what He calls us to do. 

(1) Then, the people said John was demon possessed, and they 
claimed that Jesus was a hypocrite. What are some of the 
excuses that people have today for rejecting God's call to 
turn to him in their lives? What do they say about His Word 
and His church...us?  

(2) Jesus proverb about wisdom being justified by her children 
may sound a little strange to us, but it's important to know 
that it applies to us today! Our lives, those of us who obey 
and follow Jesus, are meant to be proof to the world around 
us of the truth (wisdom) of Jesus Christ. With this in mind, 
take time in your group to share how God is calling each of 
you to respond to Him right now in your lives. Pray for one 
another and encourage each other with the fact that Jesus 
will use your obedience for your good and for His glory. 

(3) Have someone lead a closing prayer for the people that you 
know who aren't responding to God's call in their lives. Pray 
that they would hear and respond to the call of Jesus.


